
 
 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLAINFIELD 
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REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
August 18, 2014 

 

 
 

Regular Board Meeting – 7:00 p.m. 

1. The regular meeting of the Plainfield Charter Township Board was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Supervisor 
Jay Spencer. Members present: Supervisor Jay Spencer, Clerk Ruth Ann Karnes, Treasurer Bill Brinkman, 

Trustees Dave Grant, Vic Matthews, Dale Pomeroy, and Jon Rathbun. Members absent: none. Also present: 

Superintendent Cameron Van Wyngarden, Parks Development Manager John Short, Assistant Fire Chief 

Steve McKellar, Public Works Director Rick Solle, and Kent County Drain Commissioner William Byl. 
2. The invocation was led by Jon Rathbun. 

3. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Vic Matthews. 

4. There were no public comments. 
5. The consent agenda was reviewed. 

a. Approve the August 4, 2014 regular meeting minutes 

b. Receive the Fire, Passport, Water, Building, Code Enforcement, Financial and Investment Reports for 
July 2014 

c. Schedule Special Township Board meeting on August 26, 2014 for a master plan workshop with the 

Planning Commission 

d. Approve request for David Kloote, Building Inspector, to attend the 2014 Code Officials Conference of 
Michigan at Shanty Creek Resort, September 8-12 

e. Approve Application for Payment No. 2 for Water Supply and Wastewater Collection System 

Improvements for Sawkaw Drive, Northville Drive, et al., to Wyoming Excavators, Inc., in the amount of 
$186,012.05 

f. Approve final payment to Kamminga & Roodvoets in the amount of $7,565.00, for the North Park Lift 

Station project 

g. Contract with Tom Traciak of H.J. Umbaugh & Associates, to conduct the SAW Grant Funded Sewer 
Rate Study and financial review 

h. Consider proposal for Comcast  business class internet at three campuses (Township Hall, Fire HQ and 

Water Plant) at 50Mps/10Mps at $99.90 per month, per campus  
i. Consider quote from i3 Business Solutions, LLC for migration and installation of Microsoft Exchange 

Online for 60 users. 

j. Consider Childsdale Dam Debris Removal Contract with Schrems West Michigan Trout Unlimited, Inc. 
k. Consider contract with The Appraisal Advisory Group for an appraisal of Grand Rogue Campground 

l. Approve the Accounts Payable in the amount of $367,744.53 

6. Matthews moved, with support by Pomeroy, to approve the agenda including the consent agenda and 

Accounts Payable in the amount of $367,744.53. Ayes: Matthews, Grant, Rathbun, Karnes, Brinkman, 
Pomeroy, and Spencer. Nays: 0. Motion carried. 

 

 
7. Presentation  



a. Parks Development Manager John Short introduced North Grand Rapids Rotary Member Jerry Roberson. 

Short explained that the North Grand Rapids Rotary has a deep interest in the park system. The 
organization had the pavilion built at Versluis Park in 1994 and they have followed the progress at Grand 

Isle Park since 2009, as well as the Parks Master Plan development. Roberson related their organization 

has, as a result of Short speaking at their meetings numerous times over the years, been kept up to date on 

Plainfield Township parks development and they’ve been looking for ways to contribute  again to the 
park system. He said the disc golf course being planned for Grand Isle Park is the kind of activity they 

would like to bring to the community. To that end, Roberson stated the North Grand Rapids Rotary has 

voted to contribute $18,000 to pay for the estimated cost of constructing the disc golf course at Grand Isle 
Park. Roberson said they are looking forward to working with Short and the Board of Trustees to make 

the course a reality.  

8. There was no old business. 
9. New business  

a. At 7:10 p.m. Spencer opened the public hearing for the West Michigan Baseball Water System 

Improvements 2014 and the determination to make public improvements, estimated cost and final 

determination of the special assessment district. There were no public comments and Spencer closed the 
public hearing at 7:11 p.m. 

i. Rathbun moved, with support by Grant, to approve resolution number 2 for the West Michigan 

Baseball Water System Improvements 2014. Ayes: Matthews, Grant, Rathbun, Karnes, Brinkman, 
Pomeroy, and Spencer. Nays: 0. Motion carried. 

ii. Rathbun moved, with support by Grant, to approve resolution number 3 for the West Michigan 

Baseball Water System Improvements 2014 and schedule the final public hearing for September 2, 
2014. Ayes: Matthews, Grant, Rathbun, Karnes, Brinkman, Pomeroy, and Spencer. Nays: 0. Motion 

carried. 

b. At 7:19 p.m. Spencer opened the public hearing for the Sub-Plain North Drain Project and the 

confirmation of a Special Assessment District. Dean Horn, 2450 Airway, asked how many times the 
Township has been billed by the County in this fashion to pay for a drain district. Van Wyngarden 

responded that this has been done numerous times throughout the Township when improvements are 

needed. Horn commented on the height of a parking lot curb and Byl responded that curb height had not 
had any effect on the failure of the drain. Allen Summers, 2271 Airway, commented on the location of a 

manhole in the church parking lot, asked if the drain district boundary is the same now as when the 

district was established, and asked what percentage of runoff is created by residential property. Byl 

responded that the boundary is the same and he explained that even though residential accounts for 18 
percent of the land volume, only 8 percent of the Township’s portion of the assessment will fall on 

residential property. Lloyd Ford, 2370 Airway, stated that no water drains from his property. Seeing no 

other citizens wishing to comment, Spencer adjourned the public hearing at 7:45 p.m. The public hearing 
will be continued at a future Board meeting. 

i. Grant moved, with support by Matthews, to table the resolution to confirm the Sub-Plain North Drain 

Special Assessment District 2014 until final numbers can be confirmed. Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion 
carried.  

c. Rathbun moved, with support by Brinkman, to table the purchase from and installation by Correct 

Mechanical of a three ton air conditioner for $5,240.00 at Fire Station 1 until the Board can be provided 

with additional information regarding this subject. Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried.  
d. Matthews moved, with support by Brinkman, to approve the contract with JNJ Cleaning in the amount of 

$5,460.00 per year for cleaning at the Comstock Park Library. Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried.  

10. Board members discussed the 2015 millage rate for consideration at the September 2, 2014 Board meeting. 
No action was taken. 

11. Van Wyngarden shared comments. 

12. Board members shared comments. 
13. The meeting adjourned at 9:36 p.m. 

 



 

 
 

_________________________________________           ____________________ 

Ruth Ann Karnes    Date  

Plainfield Charter Township Clerk 
 

 

 
 

_________________________________________   _____________________ 

Jay D. Spencer    Date 
Plainfield Charter Township Supervisor 

 

 

 

 
CERTIFICATION 
The undersigned, as the duly elected clerk of the township, hereby certifies that the foregoing is a true and accurate copy of 

the regular meeting minutes of August 18, 2014 as approved by the Township Board of Plainfield Charter Township, at 

which a quorum was present.  

 

  
____________________________________________  __________________________ 

Plainfield Charter Township Clerk    Date  


